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March's Mission: Get Connected

March is a wonderful time of the year.  The month ushers in springtime, beautiful flowers,
longer days, and March Madness for the college sports fans.  It is also a very busy time for
our Eagles as our calendars are overflowing with wonderful ways for families and the
community to engage.  Of course, spring sports such as tennis, track, baseball and soccer
are beginning but there are also many other upcoming activities.
 
The annual Science Fair Showcase will be March 10th at the middle school and report cards
will follow shortly thereafter for all students on  March 19th .  Those dates, respectively, are
also very important because we will host our After Prom Fundraiser and begin to receive
graduation accoutrement – activities which mark the beginning of the end of a productive
year.   
 
Finally, the elementary school in partnership with The Cummins Leadership Foundation will
host a literacy night on March 24th. This event is a spring highlight for our community and
will include various stations such as Literacy Jump Rope, Bingo for Books, and Make and
Take Literacy games.  The Barbara Rose Johns Central Virginia Regional Library will be in
attendance to provide library cards to families; and, Dr. Maurice Smith, PECPS middle
school assistant principal, will read his new book, Uncle Charles and Me.  Our community
partner, Pino’s, will cater dinner for our families. We hope to see you on campus.
 
For details regarding all the events mentioned above and those not listed, please make sure
to follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/PECPS/,
and bookmark the announcement section of your school's website.
Elementary: http://www.es.pecps.k12.va.us/news/announcements
Middle: http://www.ms.pecps.k12.va.us/news/announcements
High: http://www.hs.pecps.k12.va.us/news/announcements

 
 

Dr. Barbara A Johnson
Division Superintendent 
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The three Pan-African colors on the flag represent: Red: the blood that unites all people of Black African
ancestry, and shed for liberation; Black: representative of the people whose existence as a nation, though
not a nation-state, is affirmed by the existence of the flag; and power. Green: the abundant natural wealth
of Africa. We celebrate and honor our African heroes.
 
 
 
 

It is the school year it never
snowed.  Some of you will
say "We still have March." But,
for our snow loving friends, it
isn't looking good for a
significant snow fall this
winter. March 19th is, in fact
the first official day of Spring,
and we see daffodils blooming
all over Prince Edward
County. Of course, even with
the odds stacked against
them, our Itty Bitty Eagles took
to the bus landing last week to
do their version of a "Snow
Dance".
 
 
 
 
 



It's been a busy and productive
month at the middle school.
Here a few of the highlights:
 
Grade 5 students earned an
invitation to a family breakfast as
part of the Give Me 5 initiative
promoting respect, hardwork,
and positive attitudes.
All students prepared for the
upcoming Writing SOL with a
Mock Writing Test Day. 
The 8th grade students used
their best writing to respond to a
writing prompt under an
authentic testing environment.
Their teachers will analyze the
writings and create lessons to
assist students in the final weeks
before the actual SOL test.
Students in grades 5-7 are
reseaching topics, testing
hypotheses, and conducting
experiments in preparation of the
upcoming Science Fair
Showcase on March 10th.
The school celebrated Black
History Month with a morning
trivia contest, special features on
the morning news, a door
decoration contest, a black
authors book display, and
special visit by rapper and
motivational speaker, Jason
Lewis, better known by his
rapper name, Humble Tip. 
Faculty and staff will conclude
the month long celebration as
they prepare and enjoy a Soul
Food lunch on February 27th.
 
     
     

MIDDLE SCHOOL

The Family Engagement
 Centers are open: 

Tuesdays 
@Elementary School 

8-10AM & 3-7PM
Thursdays 

@Middle School 
8-10AM & 3-7PM



Eagles Find Success in the Pool this Winter
We had several students qualify for the state swim meet this year, many of them
qualified in multiple categories. Congratulations to L. Tobias, H. Lettner Rust, M.
Swanson, G.Dudley, J. Hemmer, A. Lucas, R. Stimpert, A. Swanson, C. Swanson,
T. Smith J. Strickler, C. Vogel, S. Mottley, C. Detrick.
The state meet was a two-part event with 35 schools competing. The Eagles had a
successful morning with 4 of our 5 relay teams qualifying for the evening finals. C.
Swanson qualified in the 500 Free; J. Hemmer qualified in both the 200 Free and
the 500 Free; T. Smith qualified in the 100 Butterfly; R. Stimpert qualified in both
the 50 Free and 100 Back. The evening session was equally as amazing! In the
boys medley relay- 2:19.91 15th; J. Tobias, G. Beach, M. Swanson, H. Lettner-
Rust. Girls medley relay - 2:21.95 13th; K. Dimaano, J. Hemmer, R. Stimpert, A.
Lucas. J. Hemmer - 200 free - 2: 35.65 16th, R. Stimpert - 50 free - 27.22 10th, T.
Smith- 100 Fly - 1:29.72 15th, C. Swanson - 500 Free - 7:36.62 16th, J. Hemmer -
500 Free - 6:38.27 11th, Girls 200 - 2:20.63 16th; C. Vogel, S. Mottley, T. Smith, C.
Detrick, R. Stimpert - 100 Back - 1:05.74 6th, Girls 400 - 4:38.00 10th; J. Hemmer,
C. Detrick, A. Lucas, R. Stimpert.
In addition C. Swanson swam wonderfully in the 200 free; A. Lucas swam the 100
Free; J. Strickler achieved a personal record in the 500 Free; and J. Tobias also
achieved a personal record in the 100 back. Way to go Eagles, We celebrate you!

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HIGHSCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL





ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL STEAM
SPOTLIGHTS
A group of elementary
school teachers consisting
of Ms. Capati, Ms. Farley,
Ms. Reams, and Ms.
Simms, along with Mr. Tate,
the district STEAM
coordinator, attended the
Virginia Children’s
Engineering Conference
held at the Hotel Roanoke
on February. 6-7. At this
conference, topics ranged
from new technologies to
how to create a STEAM
climate in a classroom. 
 
Also in February, first
graders in Ms. Bergeron’s
class participated in a
Breakout Session. In this
activity, students had to
help Cupid unlock his party
invitations so that he could
have the most epic of
Valentine Day Parties.
Through this lesson,
students learned to work as
teams as they solved
puzzles dealing with
sorting, upper and
lowercase letters,
identifying patterns, and,
most of all, cooperation.
 

MIDDLE
SCHOOL STEAM
SPOTLIGHTS
Teachers at the middle
school had training on a
plethora of STEAM
activities ranging from
Sphero robots to Breakout
Boxes. Teachers are
looking forward to
implementing these new
resources in their
classrooms. 
A great example of how this
professional development
has helped teachers can be
seen in Ms. McFarlane’s
sixth-grade math class.
Students are learning about
inequalities through the use
of breakout activities. Each
breakout activity has a story
that accompanies the
exercise. One activity used
by Ms. McFarlane involved
saving emojis from the evil
Dr. Alkaline that wanted to
get rid of all emojis.  To
stop Dr. Alkaline, students
had to solve a variety of
problems involving
inequalities. As students
solved these problems, they
also solved puzzles to
receive answers that would
unlock the breakout box
and save the emojis. It is
fantastic to report that all of
Ms. McFarlane’s classes
were able to rescue the
emojis.

HIGH
SCHOOL STEAM
SPOTLIGHTS
At the high school, teachers
recently attended training in
the Five C’s of a Virginia
Graduate and how to
incorporate a variety of
activities to teach these Five
C’s. The Five C’s are
Communication, Critical
Thinking, Creative Thinking,
Citizenship, and
Collaboration.
Teachers were also trained
in using new technologies in
the classroom. An example
of this is the new Sphero
robots that the county has
acquired. Teachers also
spent time looking at
lessons that could be
incorporated into their
content that would infuse
new technologies with their
experiences.

STEM

 

Sean Tate | PECPS STEAM



Talented and Gifted News
 
Spelling Bee
Congratulations to our Spelling Bee champion, 4th grader Natasha Carricato! 
Natasha beat out her classmates with the winning word scoundrel. She goes on to
the Richmond Times Dispatch Regional Spelling Bee on Saturday, March 21. 
Good luck, Natasha!  
 
Second place went to Oliver Euteneuer, grade 5.  And coming in third was Jaylen
Sargent, grade 7. Also participating in the bee were: 4th grader Lincoln Johnson,
5th grader Nayana Adhikari, and 7th grader Tyler Ferguson.  Great job,
participants!
 
Testing Update
Gifted testing is underway at the elementary school.  Parents of first and fourth
grade students should expect to receive an identification profile indicating whether
their child qualifies for services before spring break.
 
Katie Gaffney | TAG
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